Committee on Ordinances
Public Hearing
~ Meeting Minutes ~
Tuesday, February 2, 2016

5:30 PM

City Council Chambers (3rd Floor)

The Committee on Ordinances meets this day at 5:30 o’clock P.M., in the
City Council Chamber, Third Floor, City Hall, at which time a Public Hearing is
held in accordance with the accompanying advertisement (see page two).
PRESENT: Chairman Terrence M. Hassett; Vice-Chairman Bryan Principe;
Councilwoman Carmen Castillo; Councilwoman Mary Kay Harris and
Councilwoman Jo-Ann Ryan – 5.
Also present are Councilman Michael J. Correia; Councilman Kevin
Jackson; Councilwoman Sabina Matos; Councilman Samuel D. Zurier; Sean
Creegan, Assistant City Solicitor, Law Department; Kenneth Chiavarini, Senior
Assistant City Solicitor, Law Department; Yvonne Graf, Director of Legislative
Affairs, City Council Office; David Tassoni, City Sergeant; Robert Azar, Deputy
Director, Department of Planning and Development; Steven A. Izzi, Esquire,
Moses, Afonso, Ryan, Ltd.; Derek Mesolella; John J. Garrahy, Esquire, Moses,
Afonso, Ryan, Ltd.; Edward Pimentel; David Von Hemert; Peter Petrarca, Esquire,
Petrarca & Petrarca Law Offices; Timothy Howland; Lori L. Hagen, City Clerk;
Donna M. Peligian, Assistant Clerk and Dawn Ostiguy, Assistant Clerk.
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1.

An Ordinance Approving and Adopting the Port Redevelopment Plan,
Dated July 2015 and Amending in its entirety the prior Port of
Providence Redevelopment Plan.

RESULT:

2.

PUBLIC HEARING HELD

An Ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 27 of the Ordinances of the
City of Providence, Entitled: "The City of Providence Zoning
Ordinance", Approved November 24, 2014, As Amended, to change
certain text in Articles 2, 5, 12, 14, 16 and 20, and to Amend the
Official Zoning Map.

MR. AZAR: This is an Ordinance that originated with the Department of
Planning and Development. This is what we would call “Housekeeping
Ordinance” for the most part. Since we adopted the new zoning in December of
2014, we’ve been constantly paying attention to how it’s been operating and over
time we’ve noted that there were some issues that needed refinement, so what
you’ll find in this Ordinance, overwhelmingly, is a series of Amendments that
really refine the operation of the Ordinance. I would like to introduce a
substitution this evening. This Ordinance originally was considered by the Plan
Commission in December. They wanted another crack at it, so we brought it back
to them in January and then it came to you. So, what you have before you is the
December version. What I’d like to propose is a substitution and I will introduce
that to you here. There are some copies there if anybody in the audience is
interested. I also have a letter from the City Plan Commission that encourages you
to adopt these changes. I’d like to give you a brief overview of what the changes
are and I would like to ask at the end of my presentation that you vote to make the
substitution because under zoning law any substitutions or any changes to an
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Ordinance already introduced have to be made before the close of the Public
Hearing. So with that, I will just give you a brief overview just to summarize the
changes. The refining how we talk about impervious surface coverage always
looking at the portion of the lot that can be paved, that can be parked on, so 202F
gets a bath; 202L talks about the lot line and how we define the front yard of a
corner lot. We’re giving a little bit more flexibility there; 202O, there was simply
a word missing in that paragraph, so we put it back where it should go. Second
page, Article 5, Fenestration, we clarified that the Fenestration requirement in
commercial zones is only required on the front facade, not on the sides, the side of
the building, which we often find is impractical for development. 1202 and 1204
are dealing with community residence. This is a land use that the state requires us
to have in our Zoning Ordinance and we notice that the way we had defined it was
inconsistent with the way the state defines it. So, we made some refinements there.
We also made a slight change under Type II Community Residence. We are
saying that these are facilities that could be for not more than eight persons with
disabilities. We also added in there that they could be for persons who are in need
of personal service, supervision or assistance essential for sustaining the activities
of daily living. This would allow for very small facilities for people who are
disabled or people who are elderly in need of assistance. They could live in a
home setting in a residential zone. Again, these are things that all appropriated but
we’ll refine the definition there. 1202, Dwelling-Multi-Family, clarifying that a
multi-family dwelling could include a mixed-use building that has only one
residential unit in it. Next page, the table changing a little bit the off-street parking
requirements community residence didn’t have a – I’m sorry, community residence
was based on dwelling unit as opposed to employees. We wanted to correct that.
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Likewise, with Light and General Industrial, we think that parking based on
employees is a better metric than based on square footage of space. 1404,
surfacing, all of these are getting at trying to prevent people from parking on
lawns. We want people to park on paved surfaces and we want the paved surfaces
to be limited to a certain amount of area of a residential lot. Article 16, we had an
annotation on one of our illustrations that was incorrect, so this is correcting that.
1801, the notice, we had neglected to put in the Zoning Ordinance that public
notice of a Public Hearing had to be published in the newspaper. It’s required by
state law, so it’s still required, but we wanted to clarify that in the Zoning
Ordinance. Last page, also this number five there, cause of any notice required
under the Public Hearing section, we wanted to make it clear those were borne by
the applicant. Again, reflecting state law, but we wanted to clear up the Zoning
Ordinance. 2000D, this clarifies the relationship between uses that are granted by
variance, and uses that are granted because, I’m sorry, uses that are permitted
because they were established before. They may be non-conforming, but they’re
legal because they were established before zoning made them non-conforming.
So, we’re just clarifying that distinction between the two. This is a paragraph
we’ve had in the former Zoning Ordinance that we neglected to carry forward to
the new one, so we wanted to put that back in. And then, finally, there’s a map
change here. This is more substantive than housekeeping. This is a re-zoning of
five lots. They are, all but one, are owned by the Providence Redevelopment
Agency. At the corner of Sims Avenue and Harris Avenue, the one near lot 240 is
not owned by the Redevelopment Agency. That’s where Club Fantasies is. This is
a re-zoning from MMU75 to M1. The reason for this is that the PRA is intending
to sell a piece of property, the old Traffic Tribunal Building on Harris Avenue.
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They’re proposing to sell it to the Mesolella family to be redeveloped as a selfstorage sight. That’s not allowed in MMU, so this re-zoning would allow that to
happen. We wouldn’t be taking any rights away from the club at the corner there.
That’s a use that’s permitted in M1. So, with that, those are the entire changes
we’re proposing. I would ask once again that if you’re satisfied with these changes
and my explanation, that you accept the substitution so that when you pass it out at
the committee, it will be this version of the Ordinance that’s marked up at the top
Substitution 2-2-16. And, again you would need to do that –
CHAIRMAN HASSETT: Put that up as Exhibit 2A.
MR. AZAR: Okay.
CHAIRMAN HASSETT: So, we’ll replace the language that you discussed.
MR. AZAR: Okay. And again, you would have to vote on this before the
closing of the Public Hearing in order to make that substitution.
CHAIRMAN HASSETT: Excuse me.
MR. AZAR: You would have to vote on this before you close the Public
Hearing because of a quirk in zoning law you would need to do that here rather
than when you convene in committee at a later date.
CHAIRMAN HASSETT: If it’s a substantial change, you’d have to do that.
MR. AZAR: Any change to an Ordinance that amends the Zoning Ordinance
has to be voted on during the Public Hearing. It’s only Zoning, don’t ask me why,
but that’s the way it’s done.
CHAIRMAN HASSETT: It’s a secure way to do it.
MR. AZAR: Yes.
CHAIRMAN HASSETT: I somewhat disagree about the style.
MR. AZAR: I’d prefer it.
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CHAIRMAN HASSETT: Okay. Thank you. For purposes of the legal end
of it, is there a motion to accept 2A?
VICE-CHAIRMAN PRINCIPE: I move to accept 2A.
CHAIRMAN HASSETT: Councilman Principe moves to accept 2A to
substitute and add to Item 2.
COUNCILWOMAN RYAN: Second.
On motion of Vice-Chairman Principe, Seconded by Councilwoman Ryan, it
is voted to substitute 2A for Item 2.
CHAIRMAN HASSETT: Discussion. All those in favor.
COMMITTEE: Ayes.
CHAIRMAN HASSETT: Opposed? The “Ayes” have it. Any objections
taking Item 5 next? Okay, before we get to that, we want to indulge
Councilwoman Matos to speak on Item 2, is that correct?
COUNCILWOMAN MATOS: Yes, thank you. Item number 2 is located in
Ward 15. The last time we made a change from a different zoning back to M1.
We made sure we had a restriction in there that said not adult entertainment would
be allowed. That’s what we did when we did the Fete music location on Dike
Street in Olneyville. I would like to have the same restriction on this one if it’s
going to be changed to M1. The other option that we had was changing to MMU
instead of M1, which doesn’t allow for adult entertainment MMU. But, if we’re
going to change it to M1, I would like to have it to be with the restriction for no
adult entertainment. Thank you.
CHAIRMAN HASSETT: Thank you, Councilwoman. Okay, revisiting Item
2, the testimony of Councilwoman Matos, Councilman Principe offered an
amendment to amend the actual vote at the Public Hearing so that when we do
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adjourn this meeting, at a later date and full committee status, that it can be
considered as it was actually provided publicly 1 and 2 is now attached as
consideration.
VICE-CHAIRMAN PRINCIPE: I move to put a restriction on the M-1Zone
that will restrict adult entertainment for that lot in Item number 2.
COUNCILWOMAN RYAN: Second.
On motion of Vice-Chairman Principe, Seconded by Councilwoman Ryan, it
is voted to put a restriction on the M1 Zone that will restrict adult entertainment for
the lot in Item number 2.

RESULT:

3.

An Ordinance in Amendment of Chapter 27 of the Code of
Ordinances of the City of Providence, Entitled: "The City of
Providence Zoning Ordinance", Approved November 24, 2014, As
Amended, to change the Zoning District of Plat 86, Lot 619.

RESULT:

5.

PUBLIC HEARING HELD

PUBLIC HEARING HELD

Petition from John J. Garrahy, Esquire, Moses, Afonso, Ryan, 160
Westminster Street, Suite 400, Providence, Rhode Island 02903, dated
October 1, 2015, requesting to change the Official Zoning Map by
changing the zoning district for the property located at 19 and 21
Planet Street (Plat 12, Lot 132 and a portion of Plat 12, Lot 303), from
R-2 to C-2.

RESULT:

Committee on Ordinances

PUBLIC HEARING HELD

Page 8

2/2/2016

4.

Petition from Sean Harrington, 3 Branch LLC, and Timothy
Harrington, Oak Ridge, LLC, requesting to change the zoning
designation on Assessor's Plat 71, Lot 563 and Assessor's Plat 74, Lots
1, 3, 8, and 9 on the Public Right of Ways know as Flora Street,
Branch Avenue and Metcalf Street from C-1 to C-2.
RESULT:

PUBLIC HEARING HELD

Public comment was heard relative to the foregoing matters and no votes
were taken.

The Public Hearing concluded at 6:06 o’clock P.M.

City Clerk

Assistant Clerk
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2.1

City of Providence
STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS

CHAPTER
AN ORDINANCE APPROVING AND ADOPTING THE PORT
REDEVELOPMENT PLAN, DATED JULY 2015 AND AMENDING IN ITS
ENTIRETY THE PRIOR PORT OF PROVIDENCE REDEVELOPMENT
PLAN

No.

Be it ordained by the City of Providence:
WHEREAS, The City Council of the City of Providence has designated Redevelopment
Areas 1, 2, 3 and 4 within the City ("Redevelopment Areas") as redevelopment areas pursuant to
Chapters 31-33 of title 45 of the Rhode Island General Laws, the Redevelopment Act of 1956, as
amended (the "Redevelopment Act"); and
WHEREAS, The Providence Redevelopment Agency is authorized, within a
redevelopment area, to purchase, lease, obtain an option upon, acquire by gift, grant, bequest,
devise, or otherwise, any real or personal property, or any estate or interest in it, together with
any improvements on it; to acquire by the exercise of the power of eminent domain any real
property or any estate or interest in it, although temporarily not required to achieve the purposes
of the Redevelopment Act; to clear, demolish, or remove any and all buildings, structures, or
other improvements from any real property so acquired; to rehabilitate or otherwise improve any
or all substandard buildings, structures, or other improvements; to insure or provide for the
insurance of any real or personal property or operations of the agency against risk or hazard; and
to rent, maintain, rehabilitate, improve, manage, operate, repair, and clear the property; and
WHEREAS, It is the purpose and intent of the City Council to facilitate redevelopment of
such Redevelopment Areas to accommodate the City’s redevelopment initiatives; and
WHEREAS, The City Council is required by the Redevelopment Act to make certain
findings, determinations and declarations in connection with the adoption of a redevelopment
plan and a project plan; and
WHEREAS, Port Redevelopment Project Area, (hereinafter the “Project Area”), as
described in the Port Redevelopment Plan (hereinafter the “Redevelopment Plan”), are within the
geographic boundaries of Redevelopment Area 4, as defined in the Providence Code of
Ordinances, Chapter 20 “Redevelopment Areas,” Section 20-2 and as reaffirmed by the City
Council through Resolution 143, approved March 25, 2008; and
WHEREAS, The City Council desires to provide for the redevelopment of the Project
Area in accordance with the Redevelopment Act; and
WHEREAS, The City Council of the City of Providence hereby makes the following
findings, determinations and declarations with regard to the Redevelopment Plan, attached as
Exhibit A, required by Sections 45-32-13 through 45-32-18 inclusive and Section 45-32-20 of
the Rhode Island General Laws:
1.
The Project Area (as herein more specifically described and delineated)
evidence the following conditions as more specifically set forth in the Redevelopment Plan:
Unsuitable soil conditions; the necessity of unduly expensive excavation and fill; the necessity of
undertaking unduly expensive measures for the drainage of the area, prevention of flooding and
to make the area appropriate for sound development; obsolete, inappropriate, or otherwise faulty
platting or subdivision; deterioration of site improvements, inadequacy of utilities, diversity of
ownership of plots; defective or inadequate street and lot layout; the existence of dilapidated,
deteriorating and obsolete buildings and improvements; mixed character and deterioration of
uses of buildings and improvements.
2.

The existence of the aforesaid conditions fully supports a finding, which the
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City Council of the City of Providence hereby makes, that the Project Area is an "arrested
blighted area" as that term is defined in Section 45-31-8(2), and a "deteriorated blighted area" as
that term is defined in Section 45-31-8(6).
3.
The City Council of the City of Providence hereby finds that the Project Area
is adversely impacted by the presence of hazardous materials, as defined in Section 23-19.14-2,
which impairs the use, reuse or redevelopment of impacted sites, as more specifically set forth in
the Redevelopment Plan.
4.
The City Council of the City of Providence hereby finds that because the
Project Area is an “arrested blighted area” and a “deteriorated blighted area” and because of the
aforesaid impact of hazardous materials, the area is a “blighted and substandard area” as that
term is defined in Section 45-31-8(3).
5.
The City Council of the City of Providence hereby finds that the character of
the Project Area as an “arrested blighted area”, a “deteriorated blighted area” and a “blighted and
substandard area” requires replanning, redevelopment, rehabilitation and improvement of the
Project Area in order to arrest and reverse blight or decay in the Project Area.
6.
The City Council hereby finds that the Redevelopment Plan is feasible and
conforms to the comprehensive plan for the City of Providence and if carried out would
accomplish the purposes and intent of the City Council in promoting the public health, safety,
morals and welfare of the community, and effectuating the purposes of the Redevelopment Act.
7.
The source of funds for carrying out the Redevelopment Plan shall be
Economic Development Administration Grant funds in the estimated amount of $3,000,000 and
revenue bond funds issued through the Redevelopment Agency in the estimated amount of
$10,000,000, not to exceed the amount supported through lease and/or lease purchase revenue,
and the Redevelopment Plan does not call for the additional expenditure of funds by the
community.
8.
The Redevelopment Plan results in changes to streets as indicated in the
Redevelopment Plan and the City Council hereby authorizes these proceeding in conjunction
with the adoption of the Redevelopment Plan.
9.
The Redevelopment Plan contains adequate provisions for payment for
property acquired by negotiation or by eminent domain as provided by law.
10.
The Redevelopment Plan provides for financial aid from the federal
government and the City Council of the City of Providence hereby finds that the provision of the
federal funds is necessary to enable the land in the Project Area to be developed in accordance
with the Redevelopment Plan, as without such funding there are not sufficient funds available to
the City at this time to implement the initiatives detailed in the Redevelopment Plan.
11.
The Redevelopment Plan provides for the retention of controls and the
establishment of any restrictions or covenants which may run with the real property sold, leased,
or otherwise disposed of for private or public use as are necessary to effectuate the purposes of
the Redevelopment Act, as such controls and restrictions are more specifically set forth in the
Redevelopment Plan.
WHEREAS, The Redevelopment Act of 1956 provides that blighted and substandard
conditions prevent the provision of critically needed standard living and working
accommodations, that the retardation of housing improvement and other essential community
development is a direct and immediate result of blighted and substandard areas, and that
redevelopment may include rehabilitation and improvement for residential, recreational,
commercial, industrial, institutional, pubic and other purposes; and
WHEREAS, The Redevelopment Act of 1956 provides that it is the policy of this state
to protect and promote the health, safety, morals, and general welfare of the people of the state,
particularly in the communities in which blighted and substandard areas exist, by the elimination
and prevention of these blighted and substandard areas, thereby encouraging in these areas
through redevelopment the provision of healthful homes, a decent living environment and
adequate places for employment; and
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WHEREAS, The Redevelopment Act of 1956 provides that the use of eminent
domain powers may be used to accomplish the purposes of the Redevelopment Act; and
WHEREAS, The Redevelopment Plan proposes to address blighted and substandard
conditions in part through the limited use of eminent domain powers in the event that the
properties in question are not acquired through consensual negotiation; and
WHEREAS, The Rhode Island Home and Business Protection Act of 2008, R.I. Gen.
Laws 42-64.12-1 et seq. (the “Protection Act”) places certain limitations on eminent domain
takings for purposes of economic development; and
WHEREAS, The Protection Act defines “economic development” as “the
mobilization of intellectual, human, capital, physical and natural resources to generate
marketable goods and services for purposes including, but not limited to, creating jobs, economic
and employment opportunities, tax base and wealth;” and
WHEREAS, The redevelopment activities proposed in the Redevelopment Plan to
alleviate blighted and substandard conditions pertaining to the use of eminent domain may be
seen as employing resources that would have the effect of creating economic and other
opportunities which foster the generation of marketable goods and services; and
WHEREAS, The City Council, in all due caution, recognizes that the eminent domain
proceedings detailed in the Redevelopment Plan may be seen as having a dual purpose of
redevelopment and economic development and thus could fall under the purview of the
Protection Act: and
WHEREAS, The City Council of the City of Providence hereby makes the following
findings, determinations and declarations with regard to the Redevelopment Plan, attached as
Exhibit A, and the Protection Act:
1.
The Protection Act specifically exempts local redevelopment agencies
from the provisions of the act, with the exception of subsection 42-64.12-17(c), which requires
the approval of the City Council of any eminent domain proceedings for economic development
purposes.
2.
The Protection Act recognizes that a permissible use of eminent domain
power is eliminating an identifiable public harm and/or correcting conditions adversely affecting
public health, safety, morals, or welfare, including, but not limited to, the elimination and
prevention of blighted and substandard areas as defined by chapter 45-31, and correcting
conditions of environmental contamination that pose a significant risk to the public health.
3.
The proposed exercise of eminent domain powers set forth in the
Redevelopment Plan are for the purposes of addressing, alleviating, eliminating and preventing
blighted and substandard conditions, as more specifically set forth in the Redevelopment Plan.
4.
While the use of eminent domain power as set forth in the Redevelopment
Plan may have incidental and indirect economic development benefits, such incidental and
indirect benefits are recognized under the Redevelopment Act and are consistent with
redevelopment activities engaged in under the Redevelopment Act.
5.
The City Council concludes that approval of the proposed use of eminent
domain power as set forth in the Redevelopment Plan is not required under the Protection Act
because the proposed use of the eminent domain power is for purposes of redevelopment, not
economic development.
6.
To the extent approval of the City Council is determined to be required
under the Protection Act for the use of such eminent domain power because of the incidental and
indirect benefits to economic development which may arise from such eminent domain activity
for redevelopment purposes, such approval is deemed given in the context of the Redevelopment
Plan by the passage of this Ordinance.
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WHEREAS, The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009, provides new
financing mechanisms for local governments and allows for the establishment of Recovery
Zones; and
WHEREAS, Said Recovery Zones may be created in any area designated as having
significant poverty, unemployment, a high rate of home foreclosures or general distress; and
WHEREAS, The City Council of the City of Providence hereby finds that the Project
Area and surrounding neighborhoods have significant poverty, unemployment, rate of home
foreclosure and general distress pursuant to the requirements of the American Recovery and
Reinvestment Act of 2009, as such conditions are more specifically detailed in the
Redevelopment Plan.
NOW THEREFORE, be it ordained by the City of Providence:
Section 1. The City of Providence Port Redevelopment Plan, attached as Exhibit A, and
incorporated herein by this reference, is adopted and approved as a redevelopment project plan
of the City of Providence pursuant to chapters 31-33 of title 45 of the Rhode Island General
Laws and the Redevelopment Act of 1956. The boundaries of the Port Project Area are
described in the Plan as follows:
Starting at the center point of the intersection of Thurbers Avenue and I-95,
thence continuing southwesterly along the center line of the I-95 right-of-way to
Eddy Street, thence continuing southerly along the center line of Eddy Street to
Ernest Street, thence turning easterly and continuing along the center line of
Ernest Street to the center point of Allens Avenue; the boundary continues
southerly along the center line of Allens Avenue and thence turning easterly and
continuing along the southern boundary of Assessor’s Plat 101 Lot 4 and
continuing to the western boundary of Assessor’s Plat 56 Lot 9, thence running
southerly along the western boundaries of Assessor’s Plat 56 Lots 9 and 64 to the
southwestern corner of Plat 56 Lot 9, thence continuing to the northwest corner of
Plat 56 Lot 275 and continuing to the southwest corner of Plat 56 Lot 275; thence
turning easterly and running along the southern boundary of Plat 56 Lots 275 to
the southwestern corner of Plat 56 Lot 326, then turning northerly and running to
the northwestern corner of Plat 56 Lot 326 at New York Avenue; then continuing
along the northern boundary of Plat 56 Lot 326 and easterly along New York
Avenue to the northeast corner of Plat 56 Lot 326 thence continuing southerly
along the eastern boundary of Plat 56 Lot 326 to a point in Shipyard Street thence
running along the southern boundary of Plat 56 lot 329 to the western boundary of
Plat 56 Lot 366; thence running southeasterly along the western boundaries of
Plat 56 Lots 366, 367; 364 and 288 to southwestern corner of Plat 56 Lot 288, and
thence turning and running along the southern border of Plat 56 Lots 288 and 332
to the Providence Harbor Line; thence turning and running northwesterly along
said Harbor Line, thence turning westerly and continuing along the northern
boundary of Plat 55 Lots 16 and 9 to the northwestern corner of Plat 55 Lot 9, and
thence continuing across Allens Avenue to the point and place of beginning;
exempting therefrom Service Road.
The Redevelopment Plan shall be identified as the Port Redevelopment Plan, City of
Providence Redevelopment Project Number 40. The Redevelopment Plan is the official
redevelopment project plan for the Project Area and amends in its entirety the prior Port of
Providence Redevelopment Plan.
Section 2. Port Redevelopment Plan Area is hereby established as a Recovery Zone under
the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.
Section 3. The property presently owned by Johnson & Wales University and identified
as Plat 56, Lot 326 shall be removed from the Port Redevelopment Plan.
Section 4. The properties owned by the City and identified as Shipyard Street and Ernest
Street shall remain City-owned property, and shall not be transferred to the PRA. However, the
City will determine ownership of other City-owned streets and the appropriate steps may be
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taken to vest ownership in the PRA.
Section 5. The property owned by the Narragansett Bay Commission and identified as
Service Road shall continue to be owned by the Narragansett Bay Commission.
Section 6. The Providence Redevelopment Agency is hereby authorized to investigate
the ownership of the streets and right of ways as identified in the Redevelopment Plan and the
Providence Redevelopment Agency and the Mayor are hereby authorized to take such steps as
are necessary and to execute any and all documents necessary to vest ownership in the
Providence Redevelopment Agency.
Section 7. The Providence Redevelopment Agency is authorized to hold property
acquired through the Redevelopment Plan in tax-exempt status pursuant to 45-32-40, for a period
of 20 years from the date of the issuance of the bonds or such time as the bonds for the
acquisition costs have been paid in their entirety, whichever is lesser.
Section 8. This Ordinance shall take effect upon passage.
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City of Providence
STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS

CHAPTER
No.

AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 27 OF THE
ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF PROVIDENCE, ENTITLED: "THE CITY
OF PROVIDENCE ZONING ORDINANCE", APPROVED NOVEMBER 24,
2014, AS AMENDED, TO CHANGE CERTAIN TEXT IN ARTICLES 2, 5,
12, 14, 16 AND 20, AND TO AMEND THE OFFICIAL ZONING MAP

Be it ordained by the City of Providence:
SECTION 1: Chapter 27 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Providence, entitled “The
City of Providence Zoning Ordinance,” approved November 24, 2014, as amended, is hereby
further amended by making the following changes, with additions underlined and deletions
struck out:
ARTICLE 2. DEFINITIONS AND RULES OF MEASUREMENT
202 RULES OF MEASUREMENT
F.
Impervious Surface Coverage
Impervious surface coverage is a measure of intensity of land use that represents the portion of a
site that is occupied by structures, pavement, and other impervious surfaces that do not allow for
the absorption of water into the ground. Regardless of the surface treatment, all areas designated
or used for parking or access to parking shall be considered impervious surfaces.
L. Lot Line
1. A front lot line is the lot line separating a lot from a street right-of-way. The front lot line of a
corner lot is the shortest streetmay be any one of the lot lines of a corner lot abutting a street. A
front lot line for a through lot is both lot lines that abut a street.
4. A corner side lot line is a lot line that is perpendicular or approximately perpendicular to the
front lot line and which is the longer street-abutting lot line of a corner lot.
O. Yards and Setbacks
4. Rear Yard and Rear Setback
A rear yard is located between a principal building line and the rear lot line. A rear setback is the
required minimum distance per the zoning district that a principal building shall be located from
the rear lot line. The rear yard and rear setback extend between interior side lot lines, measured
perpendicular to the rear lot line. In the case of a corner lot, the rear yard and rear setback extend
between the interior side lot line to the required corner side setback for the lot, measured
perpendicular to the rear lot line.

ARTICLE 5. COMMERCIAL DISTRICTS
3. Fenestration
a. Ground floor facades shall contain a total area of transparency of 50% or more of the wall area
of the ground floor, measured between two and nine feet above the adjacent grade. This
requirement shall not apply to the portions of building facades that front on side lot lines on
corner lots. For existing structures originally designed for retail use on the ground floor, the
ground floor shall maintain the original storefront design and is not subject to the ground floor
transparency minimum. Multi-family dwellings are not subject to the ground floor transparency
minimum.
ARTICLE 12. USES
1202 PRINCIPAL USE STANDARDS
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G. Community Residence Community residences shall meet all federal, state, and local
requirements including, but not limited to, licensing, health, safety, and building code
requirements. Community residences shall be provisionally licensed by the state when
considered as a use by the City. Community residences in residential zones shall meet the design
standards for single family dwellings of Section 1202.L.
1204 USE DEFINITIONS
Community Residence – Type I. A home or residential facility licensed by the state pursuant to
Rhode Island General Laws Chapter 24 of Title 40.1, where six or fewer children and/or adults
with developmental disabilities reside in a family setting and may or may not receive supervised
care. This does not include halfway houses or substance abuse treatment facilities. Whenever six
or fewer children or adults with retardation reside in any type of residence in the community, as
licensed by the state pursuant to Rhode Island General Laws Chapter 24 of Title 40.1, all
requirements pertaining to local zoning are waived for these community residences.
Community Residence – Type II. A home or residential facility where children and/or adults
reside in a family setting and may or may not receive supervised care. This does not include
halfway houses or substance abuse treatment facilities. This does include, but is not limited, to
the following:
1. A group home licensed by the state pursuant to Rhode Island General Laws Chapter 24 of
Title 40.1 or Chapter 17.4 of Title 23 providing care or supervision, or both, to not more than
eight persons with disabilities or who are in need of personal services, supervision, or
assistance essential for sustaining the activities of daily living, and licensed by the state
pursuant to Rhode Island General Laws Chapter 24 of Title 40.1.
2. A residence for children providing care or supervision, or both, to not more than eight
children including those of the care giver and licensed by the state pursuant to Rhode Island
General Laws Chapter 72.1 of Title 42.
3. A community transitional residence providing care or assistance, or both, to no more than six
unrelated persons or no more than three families, not to exceed a total of eight persons,
requiring temporary financial assistance, and/or to persons who are victims of crimes, abuse,
or neglect, and who are expected to reside in that residence not less than 60 days nor more
than two years. Residents will have access to and use of all common areas, including eating
areas and living rooms, and will receive appropriate social services for the purpose of
fostering independence, self-sufficiency, and eventual transition to a permanent living
situation.
Dwelling - Multi-Family. A structure or development containing four or more attached dwelling
units used for residential occupancy or one or more dwelling units in combination with a
permitted non-residential use. A multi-family dwelling does not include a rowhouse dwelling.
ARTICLE 14. OFF-STREET PARKING AND LOADING
Table 14-1: OFF-STREET VEHICLE AND BICYCLE PARKING REQUIREMENTS
TABLE 14-1: OFF-STREET VEHICLE AND BICYCLE PARKING REQUIREMENTS

USE

Community Residence
Industrial -– General

Industrial -– Light

MINIMUM REQUIRED VEHICLE
SPACES

MINIMUM REQUIRED BICYCLE SPACES
PERCENTAGE OF
REQUIRED BICYCLE
REQUIRED TOTAL
SPACES THAT SHALL
BICYCLE SPACES
BE LONG-TERM
SPACES

1 per dwelling unit 5 employees and
residents
1 per 5 employees1,000sf GFA
1 per 5 employees
If warehouse space included, then 1
5,000sf GFA
per 10,000sf GFA of warehouse space
1 per 5 employees1,000sf GFA
1 per 5 employees
If warehouse space included, then 1
5,000sf GFA
per 10,000sf GFA of warehouse space

50%

50%
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1404.H. Surfacing
1. All surface parking lots areas shall be paved with a durable all-weather material or pervious
paving. All uneven slabs shall be resurfaced to provide a smooth surface.
2. All single-family and two-family dwellings are permitted to construct driveways that consist
of two concrete wheel strips, each of which is at least 18 inches wide and at least 20 feet
long. (Figure 14-2)
3. All areas designated or used for parking or access to parking shall be considered impervious
surfaces. Parking shall not be permitted on non-paved portions of the lot.

Formatted: Font: (Default) Calibri, Bold

ARTICLE 16. SIGNS
Figure 16-9, second annotation: Maximum 2 square feet per linear foot of building wall where
the wall signs will be mountedfaçade or 40 square feet, whichever is greater.
ARTICLE 18. APPLICATION AND NOTICE PROCEDURES
1801 NOTICE
D. Zoning Board of Review, Downtown Design Review Committee, and I-195
Redevelopment District Commission Public Hearing Notice
2. Public notice of the hearing shall be published at least fourteen days prior to the date of the
hearing in a newspaper of general circulation in the city.
23.
Mailed and newspaper notice shall include:
a. The location of the hearing and the date and time of its commencement.
b. The street address of the subject property.
c. A statement of the proposed variance, special use, or development under consideration.
d. Information for those interested where and when a copy of the matter under consideration
may be obtained or examined and copied.
34.
No defect in the form of any notice under this section will render any application for
variance, special use permit, or development approval invalid, unless the defect is found to
be intentional or misleading.
5. Costs of any notice required under this section are borne by the applicant.

ARTICLE 20. NONCONFORMITIES
2000 GENERAL APPLICABILITY
D.

RELATIONSHIP TO VARIANCES AND SPECIAL USE PERMITS

Any use or dimensional variation that does not conform to this ordinance and which exists by
virtue of a special use permit, use variance or a dimensional variance, granted by the Zoning
Board of Review shall not be considered a nonconformity for the purposes of this Section. Such
use or dimensional variation shall be considered a use by special use permit, use variance or
dimensional variance, respectively. Any moving, addition, enlargement, expansion,
intensification or change of such use to any use other than a permitted use shall require an
application for a special use permit or variance from the Zoning Board of Review, in accordance
with this ordinance.

SECTION 2: The official zoning map shall be amended as follows:
The zoning for Plat 27, Lots 249, 285, 286, 292 and 293, as indicated on the attached map, shall
be changed from M-MU to M-1. The Official Zoning Map shall note that Adult Use is not
permitted on these lots.

Packet Pg. 17

2.2

4

SECTION 3: This ordinance shall take effect upon passage.
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City of Providence
STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS

CHAPTER
No.

AN ORDINANCE IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 27 OF THE CODE OF
ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF PROVIDENCE, ENTITLED: "THE CITY
OF PROVIDENCE ZONING ORDINANCE", APPROVED NOVEMBER 24,
2014, AS AMENDED, TO CHANGE THE ZONING DISTRICT OF PLAT 86,
LOT 619

Be it ordained by the City of Providence:
SECTION 1: Chapter 27 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Providence, entitled “The City
of Providence Zoning Ordinance” approved November 24, 2014, as amended, is hereby further
amended by applying the Historic District Overlay District to Plat 86, Lot 619, 177 Everett
Avenue, as depicted on the attached map. This property is to be included in the residential
category of the Providence Landmarks District.

SECTION 2. This Ordinance shall take effect upon passage and publication as prescribed by law.
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Attachment: 19 and 21 Planet Street (9031 : 19 and 21 Planet Street)
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Attachment: 19 and 21 Planet Street (9031 : 19 and 21 Planet Street)

